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Abstract:  

  

Over the past two decades there has been noticeable progress towards the 

conservation of the marine environment in Greece, largely as a result of efforts 

made by non-governmental organisations (NGOs). However, the conservation of 

marine and coastal resources by the Government and NGOs often leads to conflict 

with local communities, emphasising the need for integrated coastal management 

(ICM) involving all stakeholders.  

  

This study examines the Bay of Kyparissia, which, stretches for approximately 42 

km along the western coast of Peloponnesus, Greece. It is an area recognised for 

its international ecological importance, comprising the second most important 

nesting area in the Mediterranean Sea for the Loggerhead sea turtle (Caretta 

caretta) and it is designated as a Natura 2000 site for its extensive sand dune 

systems and coastal coniferous forest. The study investigates the potential of 

establishing a National Marine Park within the Bay of Kyparissia, primarily for the 

conservation of the Caretta caretta and the coastal zone. Stakeholders, including 

local authorities and members of the community, as well as tourists were 

examined using both qualitative and quantitative methods to identify their 

perceptions and attitudes towards the conservation of sea turtles and the 

possibility of creating a National Marine Park in the Bay. 

  

The study identified a significant prejudice against Marine Protected Areas, 

predominantly amongst the local community. In particular, extreme negativity 

towards protected areas was recorded as fear of restrictions to development. In 

contrast, foreign tourists indicated positive attitudes towards Marine Protected 

Areas, exhibiting greater understanding and knowledge of conservation 

management. This paper, recommends increased efforts to raise public 

awareness among the local community regarding Marine Protected Areas, and 

presents ways of effectively engaging stakeholders for future management 

initiatives. 


